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canoes are much lighter than our shallops and barks.
Now finding ourselves resting at the moment when
we expected to fight, and in peace when on the verge
of war, we went ashore. Looking over the places
these robbers had just left, we found upon the banks
of the river a plank which had served as the cross-
bar of a cross, which Monsieur the Commandant du
Plessis had erected the year before. These barba-
rians had torn it down and upon this plank had
painted the heads of thirty Hurons, whom they had
captured. We studied it carefully. They had also
fastened this picture to a branchless tree, so that
passers-by could readily see it; the different lines
indicated the quality and age of the prisoners, as
some Savages who were there explained to us. They
had pictured two heads much larger than the others,
to represent two Captains whom they had in their
clutches, one of whom is the brave 7uaratouan, of
whom I have spoken above. We saw also the heads
of two [301i.e., 297] children, and of two other
young lads who were being taken to the Seminary.
They had made stripes in the form of plumes on the
heads of the bravest ones. All these heads were
scrawled in red, except one, which was painted in
black,—a sign that this last one had been killed, and
that all the others were victims destined, as it were,
for the fire. Some Savages found the body of the
one who had been slain, floating in the lake. We
knew by these grotesque figures (for the Savages are
not acquainted with the art of painting) the havoc
wrought by these infidels, who were going away
triumphant, bearing a quantity of skins that those
poor Hurons were bringing to the storehouse of these
Gentlemen. What still more added to our sorrow



